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History, Development and Present Condition of
Fishing with Light

Eiichi HASEGAWA

Faculty of Bioresources, Mie University

Abstract

The present report reviews the history, development and present condition of fishing with light.
The items are divided into the following classes; origin of fishing with light, historical changes of
fishing light and its features, fishing with light in foreign countries, that in Japan and that in Mie Prefec-

ture.

As soon as men knew how to make fires, they must have discovered that some kind of fish are

attracted to light.

Fishing with torches was eventually improved with the use of fuel oil, kerosene, gas

and electricity, so that throughout the centuries, the light fishery have used fires, torches, acetylene,
kerosene, gas and electric incandescent and fluorescent lamps, as fishing lights.
Many countries in the world have some methods of fishing with light, but Japanese light fishery is

the largest light fishing industry in the world.

The light fishery is able to economize the energy or

equipment through contriving optimum light intensity, optimum light wave length that conform to visibil-

ity of fish.

Nowadays we have to review coastal fisheries, the light fishery ought to be developed as the

fisheries controlled for resources management.
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Table 1 Objective species of fishing with light

Kind of fishery

Objective species of catch (japanese vernacular name)

Stick-held dip nets

iwashi, aji, muroaji, kibina, saba, sanma, shirauo, tare

Lift nets

iwashi, maiwashi, aji, yarika, kibina, kibinago, saba, sanma, ikanago,

soudakatsuo, tobluo, tenjikudai, suzumedai

Small set nets (Hari-ami)

iwashi, aji, kibinago, saba, kamasu, nigisy, karei

Surrounding nets

maiwashi, katakuchiiwashi, urumeiwashi, aji, muroaji, meaji, ika,

kibinago, burl, hamachi, tai, isaki, bora, suzuki, konoshiro,
chinu, seigo, sawara, mizun, yamatomizun, gurukuma

Squid jigging

surumeika, akaika, shiroika

Gill nets

kibinago, hamachi, soudakatsuo, isaki, mejimaguro

Scoop nets
kani, ebl,

iwashi, katakuchiiwashi, aji, ika, kibina, saba, sanma, ikanago, tobiuo,

Harpoon and spears

ika, mebaru, chinu, namako, tako, ishigani, s

sazae, awabi

Beach seine iwashi, aji

Bag nets ika, tkanago, ebi,

Eight angle nets iwashi, aji, saba
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Fig. 3. Changes of the number of licensed fishery by prefectural governor.
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Stick-held dip nets boats.
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