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The Development of Environmental Management Policy for
Japanese and US Enclosed Coastal Areas and
the Concept of “Adaptive Management”

Susumu TaARAYAMA

Faculty of Bioresources, Mie Univeresity

Abstract

“Agenda 21” which was adopted at the 1992 Earth Summit, proposed the concept “Integrating the
environment and development in decision-making”. This concept and the well-known “Sustainable
Development” concept complement each other. The theme I will discuss in this paper is a comparative
study between Japan and the United States. How both countries and their local societies received
international requests and how they have applied those two concepts to local environmental
management, especially to the management of enclosed coastal areas that must be understood as the
natural unit for having a sustainable and cyclic character. )

In the United States, people have recognized broad ecological areas such as enclosed coastal areas
and watershed basins as “ecosystems”. They have already established the idea and practice of
ecosystem management based on a more profound scientific knowledge and open discussion. They
have already developed a management program called “Adaptive Management” through such
continuous efforts. I think Adaptive Management is a typical solution for “Sustainable Development”
and “Integrating the environment and development in decision-making” on a local scale.

Contrarily in the case of Japan, as long as events were outlined for historical review on the enclosed
coastal policy, Japanese didn’t elaborate on an integrated management program that focused on the
sustainable and cyclic character of a natural ecosystem. From the viewpoint of the Earth Summit, we
are losing the chance for training the social program required for new decision-making. We can learn
much from the discussion and effort of “Adaptive Management” in the United States.
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 15 44 2. 93333333
National Park Service 3 13 4. 33333333
Natural Resources Conservation Service 5 17 3.4
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers 12 20 1, 66666667
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 23 42 1. 82608696
U. S. Forest Service 4 16 4
U. S. Geological Survey 26 41 1. 57692308
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University of DC 2
University of Maryland 39
VA Institute of Marine Science 21
Virginia Institute of Marine Science 3
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