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The Process of Development of Land Improvement Project
from Land Adjustment Project

—Focusing on the Changes of the Contents of the Projects and Synonyms—

Atsushi ISHII
Graduate school of Bioresources, Mie University, 1377 Kurimamachiya-cho, Tsu, Mie, 514-8507, JAPAN

Abstract

After World War 1I in Japan, farm land and agricultural infrastructures such as irrigation canal,
drainage canal and farm road have been developed or improved by the “Land Improvement
Project”. The precursor of the project was the “Land Adjustment Project” formed in Meiji era
transferring the systems of the land consolidation projects in Europe. This project mainly aimed
improvement of labor productivity by farm land consolidation at first, but it changed its purpose to
improvement of land productivity by constructing irrigation and drainage facilities, developing new
farm land and so on. In this paper, it is clarified 1) the process how the system of “Land Adjustment
Project” changed to “Land Improvement Project”, 2) the truth of the famous episode about technical
transfer of land consolidation project from Europe to Japan in Meiji era and 3) the historical change
of the definitions and implications of the terms such as “land improvement”, “land adjustment” and

SO on.
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