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Control of Soil Physical Condition by Mulching

Naoki Mitamura, Ryousuke Ohta ,Shigeo Yashima
Laboratory of Agricultural Physics, Faculty of Bioresources, Mie University

Abstract
Impacts of mulching on soil physics were tested in summer and winter seasons, using four
materials, i.e. black vinyl sheet, paper sheet, straw and shredded paper. Field tests showed that
there were few impacts on apparent gravity, permeability and soil hardness but very clear
impacts on soil moisture and temperature which behavior depended on seasons and materials. It
was investigated how physical circumstances acted on the soil physics.
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