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Goe, and catch a falling starre,

Get with child a mandrake roote,

Tell me, where all past yeares are,

Or who cleft the Divels foot,

Teach me to hear Mermaides singing,

Or to keep off envies stinging,

And finde

What winde

Serves to advance an honest minde.
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If thou beest born to strange sights,

Things invisible go see,

Ride ten thousand daies and nights,

Till age snow white haires on thee,

Thou, when thou retorn’st, wilt tell me

All strange wonders that befell thee,

And sweare

No where

Lives a woman true, and faire.
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If thou findst one, let mee know,

Such a Pilgrimage were sweet;

Yet doe not, I would not goe,

Though at next doore we might meet,

Though shee were true, when you met her,

And last, till you write your letter,

Yet shee

Will be

False, ere I come, to two, or three.1

l. 2: “Get with child a mandrake roote”

“a mandrake roote” vocative “Get with child, a

mandrake roote”

mandrake
2
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“Twicknam garden”

ll. 8-9: “What winde / Serves to advance an honest minde”

“winde” ”finde”

waind “advance” = “promote”

6

“to keep off envies stinging”

ll. 11-12: “If thou beest born to strange sights, / Things invisible go see,”

“If thou beest

born to strange sights”
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Redpath 3 “bear” “carry” “If you do

feel carried away by an urge to see strange sights”

12 “go see” “to see” 11

(1)

(2)

12 13 “Ride ten thousand daies

and nights” (3)

“ in order to see invisible things”

I.

“a woman

true, and faire”

4
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“I”

persona / mask

II.

adynata /

impossibilia 5

1

1
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8-9

Songs and Sonets (“The Canonization”)

“ruin’d

fortune flout”

“A Valediction:

forbidding mourning”

Moving of th’earth brings harms and feares,

Men reckon what it did and meant,

But trepidation of the spheares,

Though greater farre, is innocent. (ll. 9-12)
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“dull

sublunary lovers love”

pretext

pretext
6

T. S.

7

Petrarchism

8

1

“Goe, and catch a falling starre”
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1

2

1

hyperbole

3

if …

then …

3
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syllogism

figura serpentinata 9

1 2 3

III.

(ars combinatoria)

“The Flea”

“our marriage bed”

“marriage temple”

sacrilege
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Wherein could this flea guilty bee,

Except in that drop which it suckt from thee?

Yet thou triumph’st, and saist that thou

Find’st not thy selfe, nor mee the weaker now;

’Tis true, then learne how false, feares bee;

Just so much honor, when thou yeeld’st to mee,

Will wast, as this flea’s death tooke life from thee. (ll. 21-27)

3

Holy Sonnets 14
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Divorce mee,’untie, or breake that knot againe,

Take mee to you, imprison mee, for I

Except you’enthrall mee, never shall be free,

Nor ever chast, except you ravish mee. (ll. 11-14)

10

“an imitative art” S. Johnson
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“they neither copied

nature nor life” 11

18

“The first Anniversary”

“An Anatomy of the World”

And new Philosophy calls all in doubt,

The Element of fire is quite out out;

The Sun is lost, and th’earth, and no mans wit

Can well direct him where to looke for it.

And freely men confesse that this world’s spent,

When in the Planets, and the Firmament

They seeke so many new; they see that this

Is crumbled out againe to his Atomies.

’Tis all in peeces, all cohaerence gone;

All just supply, and all Relation: (ll. 205-214)
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“where to looke for it”

“it” th’earth

the Sun

12

metaphysical shudder 13
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