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Summary

Farm Household Economy Survey shows that agricultural income per farm household of Mie Prefecture is the lowest
in Japan. Why does the stagnation of agriculture occur in this region? In spite of the fact that this is a frequent
subject of debate, we still can not discover the true reason. The authors discuss this topical question and attempt to
provide an insight into this problem.

After giving some basic figures concerning the performance of Japanese agriculture from 1957 to 1979, the authors
point out that agricultural production other than rice production has been decreasing in Mie, compared with other
prefectures in Japan. This fact implies that Mie has been defeated in a competition amongst regions for farm
products other than rice during this period. Therefore, Mie agriculture is characterized by its heavy dependence on
rice. This is the reason why it is stagnating.

No remedies are offered, but the authors are able to provide possibilities which should encourage the regional
agriculture. In short, the strategic areas for expansion of production are vegetables, flowers, and ornamental trees
and shrubs.





