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“Spirit” and “Genius” in Emerson’s Nature

M H B T
(Atsuko Oda)

Nature (1836) &£ “The American Scholar’(1837)i% Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Embosomed for a season in nature, whose floods of life stream around
and through us, and invite us by the powers they supply, to action
proportioned to nature .... Let us demand our own works and laws and

worship. (7) 4
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“Nature always wears the colors of the spirit.”(11) D X 92, BRIZBAREZ A
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The misery of man appears like childish petulance, when we explore the
steady and prodigal provision that has been made for his support and

delight on this green ball which floats him through the heavens. (12)
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Geology has initiated us into the secularity of nature, and taught us to
disuse our dame-school measures, and exchange our Mosaic and
Ptolemaic schemes for her large style. We knew nothing rightly, for want
of perspective. Now we learn what patient periods must round
themselves before the rock is formed, then before the rock is broken, and

the first lichen race .... (546)
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I have spoken of the preparation made for man in the slow and secular

changes and melioration of the surface of the planet. ¢
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The foundations of man are not in matter, but in spirit. But the element
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of spirit is eternity. To it, therefore, the longest series of events, the
oldest chronologies are young and recent. In the cycle of the universal
man, from whom the known individuals proceed, centuries are points,

and all history is but the epoch of one degradation. (45)
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The muse herself betrays her son, and enhances the gifts of wealth and
well-born beauty, by a radiation out of the air, and clouds, and forests
that skirt the road, --- a certain haughty favor, as if from patrician genii
to patricians, a kind of aristocracy in nature, a prince of the power of the

air. (544)
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Nature stretcheth out her arms to embrace man, only let his thoughts be
of equal greatness. ... A virtuous man is in unison with her works, and
makes the central figure of the visible sphere. Homer, Pindar, Socrates,
Phocion, associate themselves fitly in our memory with the geography
and climate of Greece. The visible heavens and earth sympathize with
Jesus. And in common life, whosoever has seen a person of powerful
character and happy genius, will have remarked how easily he took all
things along with him,---the persons, the opinions, and the day, and

nature became ancillary to a man. (17)
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I “Nature Is the Symbol of Spirit.”

ZITHLTwAIET, SEITEANARICKERE L CHMYTHHDEE W
IEMHENSEE MY, TAKITEEZEORVYIZ) 8 L) SiEme —HOENKR
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1. Words are signs of natural facts.
2. Particular natural facts are symbols of particular spiritual facts.

3. Nature is the symbol of spirit. (20)
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And the blue sky in which the private earth is buried, the sky with its
eternal calm, and full of everlasting orbs, is the type of Reason. That
which, intellectually considered, we call Reason, considered in relation to
nature, we call Spirit. Spirit is the Creator. Spirit has life in itself. And
man in all ages and countries, embodies it in his language, as the

FATHER. (21)
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But how great a language to convey such pepper-corn informations! ...
We are like travelers using the cinders of a volcano to roast their eggs.
Whilst we see that it always stands ready to clothe what we would say,
we cannot avoid the question, whether the characters are not significant

of themselves. (23-24)
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This relation between the mind and matter is not fancied by some poet,
but stands in the will of God, and so is free to be known by all men. It
appears to men, or it does not appear. ... There seems to be a necessity in
spirit to manifest itself in material forms; and day and night, river and
storm, beast and bird, acid and alkali, preexist in necessary Ideas in the
mind of God, and are what they are by virtue of preceding affections, in

the world of spirit. A fact is the end or last issue of spirit. (24-25)
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In the wilderness, I find something more dear and connate than in

streets or villages. (10)
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