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Plosive Acquisition Study of Beijing / Shanghai / Seoul Students of Japanese

— Pronunciation and Perception, Resemblances and Differences —

FukuokA Masako

{Abstract)

It is frequently difficult for Chinese and Korean learners of Japanese to acquire
perception and pronunciation of Japanese voiced/unvoiced plosives. This study
investigated perception and plosive acquisition by Beijing, / Shanghai and Seoul
dialect speakers utilizing VOT analysis.

All three subjects found it difficult to produce vocal cord vibration while
attempting to pronounce Japanese voiced plosives because their L. 1 doesn’t have
voiced plosives. This was observed even though they can perceive the Japanese voiced
plosives as “a new sound”.

Further, in perception, the Beijing / Shanghai dialect speakers experienced
similar-sound confusion between their L 1 voiceless unaspirated plosives and Japanese
voiceless plosives. In the case of Seoul dialect speakers they confused the voiceless
Japanese plosives with the L 1 lax plosives as a similar sound in L 2.

In production however, the Beijing/Shanghai dialect speakers experienced similar
sound confusion between their L 1 voiceless unaspirated plosives and Japanese voiced
plosives. In the case of Seoul dialect speaker’s production, they confused the voiced
Japanese plosives with the L 1 lax plosives as a similar sound in L 2.

Finally, the Beijing / Shanghai dialect speakers were confused by word-middle and
word-final positions. On the other hand, the Seoul dialect learners were confused at
the word initial position, and experienced confusion of pitch pattern caused by L 1
interference. The study revealed the resemblances and differences in the acquisition
and the teaching of Japanese plosives and the mechanism of the confusion experienced
in the Japanese plosive acquisition.
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