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International Exchange and Kyoto Study Trip,
“The Late Tokugawa Period-Meiji Restoration”

FUKUOKA Masako, The Japanese learning support circle “Terako-Ya’

{Abstract)

A field trip to Kyoto for international exchange, for non Japanese university
students, Japanese students & citizens, to learn more about the era of “the end of the
Edo period and the Meiji restoration” was adopted and carried out. The seminar was
given by Mr. KIMURA Yukihiko, the head of the curators at Kyoto City Reizan
Museum. Following that, the group visited and studied several sites in Kyoto that
survive from this period.

The participants learned about the way of life and thinking of the reformers, for
example SAKAMOTO Ryoma, who played a significant role during the period of the
Meiji Restoration, which is the foundation of modern Japan. There was not only an
effective international exchange among foreign students, Japanese students and
citizens, but the programme also provided an opportunity for them to learn about
each other’s culture and history better through meaningful interaction.
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The first time I heard about Sakamoto Ryoma was in my history class at university in
Heidelberg in Germany. We didn’t learn that much about him though. That is why I was
surprised to see a big picture of him hanging in my home stay family’s house. Before seeing
it I didn’t even know what he looked like and after I asked who the person was I was told
that it was Sakamoto Ryoma and that he was a really important figure in Japanese history.
After that, I discovered many Ryoma related things during my stay in Japan. Things like
books, manga and even a new drama (Ryomaden) about him which I watched sometimes
because 1t seemed to be interesting. I was really surprised how important he was for the
Japanese at that time.

Seeing that Sakamoto Ryoma is really important in Japanese culture and history led me
to the conclusion that it is better to know more about this man and his deeds so as to
understand why he is so famous and maybe understand exactly what makes him more
important than the other important men at the end of the Bakufu era like Itagaki Taisuke or
Saigo Takamori who I learned a lot about during history classes in Germany.

The trip to Kyoto with the Japanese students from the Terakoya club was a good chance
to learn more about Sakamoto Ryoma and I was able to connect some facts about him and
the other Shishi during the visit to the museum and remembered a lot of what I thought I
had long forgotten. The stay at the ryokan was also a nice experience because I was with
Japanese students in a Japanese guesthouse and was able to see how everything is done in the

Japanese way. The weather was not the best for those two days, but we were able to see some

— 152 —



A b O A A AL D 72 D 5UER G

places and it was fun.

All in all, the trip to Kyoto to learn more about one of Japan’s most important historical
persons, called Sakamoto Ryoma, was really interesting. As the only non-Asian foreigner, I
had to speak only in Japanese which was a good experience because usually there is someone
with whom I could have spoken in another language. All of the participants from Mie
University were people I already knew before the trip so it wasn’t a problem at all speaking
with them. The visits to the different places that are connected to Sakamoto Ryoma in
Kyoto were exiting and I was able to connect some facts I had learned before going on the
trip.

I think that there should be more trips like this throughout the year. It is a good
experience for both the Japanese as well as for the foreign students, and can lead to a better
understanding of Japanese culture. Hearing or reading about something is often really
different from seeing it with one’s own eyes and to experience it in some way. That is why
it is important to keep valuable culture as it is and to show it to the next generation so that
it won’t be forgotten.

Of course these trips cost a lot of money, but I think it is worth the cost. Especially for
foreign students who don’t know a lot about Japanese history or culture, it is really helpful
to take part in trips like this and thus to be able to experience Japan in a way other than just
visiting the usual tourist haunts!!
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