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Special feature: Meaning of Searcher. Reference Services and Databases in Academic
Libraries : A Study of the Situation and Librarians’ Roles, Kenji KOYAMA (The University of

Tokyo Library System, Technical Service Division (7-3-1, Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-0033))

Abstract : The questionnaire was carried out on the situation of database services and librarians’

roles in academic libraries. The results are as follows: Database services are provided in many
academic libraries; End-user search has become the main method of those services. Having learned
from such results, I suggest that librarians make more efforts to provide library-use-instruction,
maintain an electronic information environment, and especially improve their skills and knowledge.
However, they don’t have the opportunities very much, and therefore, we need to expand the public

educational system for librarians.

Keywords : academic libraries / database / reference service / library-use-instruction / informa-
tion retrieval / Internet / searcher / recurrent education
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