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INTRODUCTION

It has been over 60 years, which The Catcher in the Rye OSSL) dealing with master's

thesis was written. However, there is still a firm worldwide popularity. It is said to have

been a bible for some celebrities and some people when they were children. Former

Presidents of the United States, ge1 s)rample John F. Kennedy read this text. World

economic leaders like Steve Jobs and Bill Gates also did it. I'd like to explore what is the

everlasting charm of it.

I'd like to analyze this work of art from the two perspectives. One is the theory of

power. It is the idea that we are forced to act by an invisible power of which we can't

notice the function. Its power is composed of dominant of capitalism which economic

system developed rapidly during the Cold War in the 1950s. For its power, we can do

nothing but succumb to it. The other is the theory of hero. It is the idea that we can't be

a hero in an actual world who can save people going down to e collapsed to the

capitalism in actuality. It has a neason. The world that hero is going to guide is just a

fake...

Chapter I The theory of power

A, The world made of fi.ction

At first, I will explain the American society which becomes the stage for Holden. After

winning the Second World War, America got a position as the leader of western

liberalism. Of course, this liberalism is on the base of capitalistic economy. The richness

in material phase continued growing up. This prosperity is typified by TVs, electrical

appliances, and cars.

The capitalism which supported sudden growth of America can be realized by

exchange of value which is done through the use of money. Therefore, The American

society in the middle of the capitalism must be established by accepting the symbolic

va-lue which is the essence of the monetary system. The world is also made up with the

common fantasy that people trust the value completely without having any suspicion. If
people notice the fiction, the products on which existence as goods are based on symbolic

value system become meaningless and lose their reasons of existence. Therefore, the

products aren't going to be sold in the market. In other words, if they know the fiction,



capitahsm doesn't inctibn well.TherefoFe,the world of capitalism must hide the fact

which reminds us ofthe ic髄 on.For exantple,actual町らnOt knOwing exactly the facts of

the ict市e part,we purchase cars haⅥ ng a symbolた value usua■ tt The ttct市e world in

capttahs■ l is constittuted by a mechanism to make things of no value into things of

havhg value.

The ttctive world is constttuted by regarding something as economicJLF valuable

things without J宙ng any e宙 dence.■ fact with ha宙 ng symbohc value'means`a fact

which is direrent iom the contents when we looked iom an otteCt市 e宙ewpoint'。 For

exanflple,the ten‐ thousand yen bJtt is just the paper o五 ginalし HOWever9 the value of

ten‐ thousand yen billis given by a coHlmon fantasy whtth the pubhc entertain wtthout

their noticing value‐generating systemo People don't know this system.In the end,the

fact which the value can exist as such by common fantasy is conapletely concealed.This

is the reason why the people get the sense that the symbolic value belongs to a

ten‐ thousand yen b■ l.As a result,just a paper changes into the ten‐ thousand yen b皿

which can be chan"d for a product wtth ha宙 ng value often'thousand yen。

Capitalism is∞ nstituted by assuming the value ofmoney lt is the mttor premise in

the capttahsmo We can exchange lnoney for the products whた h has the same value.And

the products produced in the lnarket of capttalお Ⅱl are lnade of use value and symbohc

valuee When we think about a cat the function to run is the use value and the design oF

the brand is symbohc valuee Symboltt value,a iction wtthout any factual grounds in a

sense,has■othing to do wtth the fact that tt can rune

Symbohc value inctions as a big moment Ⅱ■the postwar An■erican society WhiCh

suHounds Holdene DoBo who is Holden's oldeF bFOtheF CO]□teS up as a success:ill drama

writer in Hollywood in the text.``He just got a jaguar.One of those little English jobs

that can do around two hundred miles an hou■ It cost hiln damn near four thousand

bucks."(1)laguar'Which has symboLc vdue ofthe brand beco]□ tes the lnark of success

in capttahs]阻。

We think generally that students go to school to study. HoweveL let's change a

viewpointe Spencer Of the teacher at Pencey school thinks the value of school is just

graduating豊,om批 .This educational background is symbolお valueo He thinks that we

only need graduaung hm famous school to get to the woFk We Can earn much.The

acadeⅡlic background is just a symbol.This shows that`success'in the American society

is constructed by symbohc value.It is constructed by concealing a ictibne ln the text,

the society is stained with a iction ofcapttdism.



B,People l市e in the ttct市 e world unconscbusly

The in3_portant thng is that adults coming up on貿 %θ (btcher力 滋θン are nOt

conscious of iclveness of the capttalistic socね与 D.B.purchased a jaguar and he

became a winner ofcapttalism in Honyw。 。d.In capttahsm,to reach the middle class is

tO have the inanclll power that we can buy a luxury ca■ People are conv■ nced that tt is

the winner of life by the capitahstic powe■ The power of capitahsm forces people to

purchase products.The appeaFanCe OfHolden's aunt is belolⅣ.“ .… She'S vew well‐ dressed

and all,and when she does anything cha」 itable she's always very well‐dressed and has

l=)StiCk On and all that crap.''(103)The woman has no doubt to spend money for her

appearances.The power to foFCe peOple to purchase products with ha宙 ng symbol艶

value controls peopleo People don't notiにe the poweL And th無〕power leads the result

that capttal SOCiety induces people to buy products.This sttuation represented by D.B is

also inctioned a same powen lt dominates people unconsciously and forces them to

purchases products,

The power leads the American natibn to the action such as their purchasing products。

It works on not only action of consun■ ption but also the structure of educatibnal

background to assume a school devlceo For exanI)le,Spencer told Holden to graduate

■om high school。

“I'd like to put some sense in that head ofyours,boy.I'In twing to help you.I'm trying to

help you,ifl can。 ''(13)

Spencer surely persuades Holden to graduate ttom schoolo The reason for him to

suggest his graduatibn is because it is a big factor for Holden to graduate ttom school for

getting a high wages on the work.Spencer has no doubt ofit.

Michel Foucault who was French phユ osopher wrote``the birth of the prison''。 ll win

explain a httle btt ibout`'panopticon"which explains a clrcular cantp h his texto The

watchman overlooks the p」 isoners 豊.oHl the cⅡlcular central hillo So he can check

WhetheF p」isOneFS WOrk oF nOt.Howeveム  the p」isoners of the ciFCun■ ference cannot

watch the watchmane This is because hght shines through the ceiling.In other words,

prisoners always fallinto the sense that seems to be seen金 :om the watchman.Therefore

they cannot but work voluntar崎。We can say the same thing about the power ofthe

peOple in capttalism,too.People are lnoved by the in宙 sible power that forces them to

work.The reason is that we do not know what or where the center ofthe power is。

People who hve in the capitalistic society cannot but move volunta五 し



American political scientist Robert A. DabI defined 'the power'. 'TV'e can say that a

person has power for the other when a person forces the other to do some action.In

other words, in the situation on both have their own intentions clearly, when one holds

the other and can accomplish his own intention, it is said that one showed power." 2 In

The Catcher in the Rye, specific people don't come out who force people to move

unconsciously. In other words, it is the power of nobody with having the power. The

specific mein chalacter with having a specific purpose does not give the power on the

text. Everyone excepted Holden is moved by action from the center of the invisible

power- Power of the man without having power is pervasive. Eventually, the power of

the capitalistic society is not visua-lized directly. Therefore the public cannot pinpoint

the center point of the power because we can't watch it. We cannot but move voluntarily

because we can't doubt the power.

C,Holden is aware ofthe iction

But Holden notices the power ofcapttaliSm with having symbolic value.He despises a

woman who wears a beautiil dress in New York downtowne Clothes are oriJnally

intended to make protection against the cold.Elements of her ttpearance and the

brand with the elelnent ofprotec伍 on are symboihc valueo He is doibt ofthe woman who

shows or herl。。ks.So he is aware ofthe symbohc valuee But he doesn't know the real

identity ofthe powen He just begins to suspects the existence ofthe powen=へ nyway9 he

dishked the school.The evidence is he escaped Jbom the school.The reason is that he

can't endure the force power of the school to compel students to become obedient.In

other words,he notた ed in宙 sttle power ofcapitalism just vaguely

Why was Holden able to see through the power?It is caused by parent's absenceo ln

the text,his father does not come back to his house and never ttpearso His mother

appears just once.Therefore,Holden doesn't trust them and doubts adults absolute撃

Therefore,he thinks that the adult society is the phony worldo Gerald Rosen thinks says

as fonows.``H01den has no one to teach hiln how to cope with death."3``sO Holden cannot

get ad宙ce on how to leave the world ofch量 dhood Jレ om the adults around hilno Nor can

he ind suitable models to emulate。 "4 1f he gets the education ibom his parents,he

should have been able to it the adult socibty well.

Anywatt why is tt necessaFy fOr Children to get the education ttЮ m parents?The

reason is that pFinCわ le Of Oedゎ us cOIIflpleX Jhnction to children well.And tt lets

chttdren bring up to adults and chmb the stairs of the capttahstic success.Oedゎ us



complex is that a son gets lnental suppression that he,who wants to get his mothet has

the strong rebelhous splrit to his fathe■ The son lnakes an e]brt to get over his father

豊,oΠl the spi]に t.Then,self‐ advancement and competttion are born wth him,and he

clilibs up the stairs ofthe success in capttalism.HoweveL Holden's father never comes

out in the text.Holden also does not hear what Spencer sayso He thinks adults are

insane and capitalistic success which adults think is fake success.He decided to dFOp

Out fFOm the school because he can't have a meaning to run foF the Success.In other

words,Oedi● us coⅡ甲lex did not act on him.On the other hand,Stradlater its the

school well because he requests Holden to do his homework.The father ibr him is a

teacher of Pencey school and he is going to get over the teache■ In addition,Phoebe,

who is Holden'sisteL also climbs the stairs ofadults smooth]幌 toO.“ Daddy's going to k通l

you."(155)She said that phrase lnuche We can read that she is conscibus of her father

much◆ And she suggests to Holden to become a lawyer same as fathe■ Therefore she is

SuFe OfCapLalistiに success ofadults is true success.In conclusibn,Holden walks the w町

which is di]brent量lom the way evewone walks.As a result,he notices invisible power

which evewone cant notice.

D,Holden loses in the society

He does nOt FeSiSt a teacher who persuades him to stay in the school although Holden

notices the iction ofthe school.He is going to only escape■ om the schoolo He drops out

of the school and goes to the triい  to run away after ane So he is defeated by the

capitahstic power. Although he understands that capitalistic society is a fake, he

succumbs to批 。“Oh,how lovely!Perhl曜 )s yOu know my son,then.EHlest Morrow?He

goes to Pencey。 ''(40 Vttith the woman who exaggerates the educational background of

the son in a train,he is not going to ttght.He wont say that school is just a iction

wtthout haⅥ ng real value。

I must answer why Holden cannot beat the society l think that has two reasons。 One

is in宙 sible power as l argued so fa■ And the other is that the size ofthe poweF areCts批 .

It is easy to understand a wave ofthe powe■ Sugita Atsushi said about tt in this way.

“For exanflple when the resistance for a law is strong,the government lnakes a lawo So

we can understand the law is powerless and the government is exposed to tselfthat訛

doesn't have powe■ On the contra=勇 foF eXan3_ple,at irst lnany people come to wear a

seatbelt.In other words,a new practiに e roots substantia聴_ノ鼈比er that,the government

makes a laⅥr that evewone must wear a seatbelt in the ca■ As a result, a high



percentage of his wearing is provided. It can give the people 2a impression that the law

has a power. Most of phenomena about the power may depend on the effect that is such

a surfing mark very much. Even if a person can do a surfing very well, he can't make a

wave." 6In conclusion, the government can do a success because politicians study mood

of the people. And the man with having the power always cannot use the power.

Lef,s think about Holden. We can't identiSr who has the power in capitalism. People

live unconsciously about the power and ar'e moved by the wave. Because the people step

on the wave well called capitalism, ordinary people can live in the world easily. But,

Holden is conseious of the power's existence although he can't identifr it. He drowns in a

wave of the big power because he is conscious of it. Of course he can't briog about a big

wave. In conclusion, he loses in the society because he can't see an invisible power and

the power is too big for him to fight with. Then, he can't force people to accept the fiction

of the power. Therefore he struggle and is going to run away.

E, Holden performs willingly

People living in capitalism don't notice that they are moved by the power and are

forced to perform. But they can live in capitalism because the people are convinced that

there is existence of the symbolic val.ue. They have no doubt to believe that there is a

symbolic value, for example to the expensive clothes, cars, much wage, and educational

backgrounds. But Holden notices that there is not substantial value in symbolic value.

By the reaction, he won't fit the adult's society. Therefore it is hard for him to act on the

world because he notices that he, who acts on the fictive world, is also a fake. Although

he hates the capitalistic world, he doesn't know where he should fight with. So he

cannot but do a performance that he fits capitalism.

American society is the insane world for Holden. What is tbe normal world for him? It
is the world that there is no actual value for the symbolic value. It is impossible because

the world is completely stained with capitalism. Holden must survive on the world.

Therefore he must lose his sanity in his heart. Actually he does it. For example, he talks

with the woman who exaggerates the educational background of her son. It's just a

symbolic value. He plays an action voluntarily similar to the people in capitalism like

below.

I'm always saying'Glad to've met you'to somebody I'm not at all glad I met. If you want

to stay alive, you have to say that stuff, though. (79)



On this watt he knows eveFyOne lnust say above lnanner to the older to live on the world.

Therefore lttis normal consciousness increases and it is harder for hiln to live on the

capitahstic world.For exaⅡ Ч〕le,He tells the woman a lie.``'Rudolf SchΠlidt,'I told he■ I

didn't feel like gi、 注ng her n3_y whole hfe history.Rudolf Schmidt was the name ofthe

janttor ofour dorm。 "(48)Using a false name,he talks wtth her and perfoFmS aS an elite

in capitahsm.“But l wouldn'tl両 isit that sonuvabttch Morrow for all the dough in the

WOFld,eVen ifl was desperate."(52)Furthermore,his lie accelerateso He began to swear

to the woman justin his hearte We can read hm Jbove that the more he tens lies,the

more he gets angry.Holden gets angry more because he notices he tells a he to himsel■

In other words,his normal consciousness is anapl五 ed and Surers lnore.

He is forced to adapt hilnself to the adult's manner hke belolw.“ The Navy guy and I

told each other we were glad to've lnet each othe■
1鴨砒lich always ldlls lne.I'm always

saying`Glad to've met you'to somebody I'm not at all glad l met.If you want to stay

al市e,you have to say that stutt though."(70 Manner Of gree饉 ngs is words only for

forms ofthe adult society.It is also symbolic valueo When he utters the words,the other

normal heart appearscln other words,the stress piles up and his pain increases。

4 The nganing for which he goes to Phoebe

A duality occurs in the heart of Holden. One is himself that he performs to adapt to

capitalism. I explain why he is going to adapt himself to the society. This is because he

feels that it is hard to live on the capitalism society unless he is stained with adult

society. In other words, he notices that he cannot live unless he adapt hinself to the

societ5r which put the real value on the product without having the actuality.

The other heart in the duality is within himself that he watches him performing.

From the below, we can read the duality.

She said their house was right on the beach, and they had a tennis court and all, but I
just thanked her and told her I was going to SouthAmerica with my grandmother. (51)

But I wouldn't visit that sonuvabitch Morrow for all the dough in the world, even if I
was desperate.(52)

He says to the woman that he goes to see her directly. However, in his true heart, he



never wants to do it absolutely. By uttering it in his heart, he felt the pain which cause

him to pretend to adapt to the society. That is exactly Holden who is going to resist

capitalism. Ordinary people dont have themselves wafghing themselves performing.

This is because they are unconscious about the power ofcapitalism and are forced to act

unconsciously. Therefore, Holden tries to cancel the duality and go to Phoebe, who he

thought, is not stained with the adult society.

Anyway, it is difficult for Americans in the real world to accept limits- "Even if the

chance to head for the frontier was largely mythic, its significance as myth was its

denial of limits in the imaginations of those Americans who were stuck in the East. Of

course death is the ultimate limit, ..." 6 Gerald Rosen thinks the reason which Holden

can't accept Allie's death comes from American frontier mind. What is the frontier

mind? In the 19th century, people in the U.SA went ahead to the west to look for the

new world. They cultivated the ground, and the town was established. Then, they look

for different new worlds and repeated cultivating. They alitl it again and again. So the

American ideal to continue to cultivate the grounds eternally is the frontier mind. So it
is difficult for American to accept the limit. It can be said the same fhing to Holden. He

isn't received Allie's death. He didnt accept his brother's death because he had a

frontier mind. Therefore he was going to charge Phoebe with the duty of the child

forever. The different reason to go to Phoebe is that he didn't learn how to handle death

from parents.

Holden is going to escape from the power of capitalism. And he tries to go the world in

lgth century. The pu4)ose for which he goes to Phoebe is making himself understood of

ideal that is "good old U.S.A." in the 19th century and dissolve his duality. He thinks he

can go to the pure world that it was not poisoned by capitalism. I'lI show the evidence

from this text at the next chapter. The reason why he idealizes the past world is that he

wants to avoid the bogus current world. In other words, he chose the past as the

reflection to the actua"l present world.

Holden assumed Phoebe for just a child. He thought she was just ten-years'old girl

and not to be yet an adult. He wanted to see the younger sister with the child on. But, in

fact, he found that she was not a child...



Chapter tr The theory of hero

A, He idealizes the 19th century by the reflection

Holden cannot adjust to the society of capitalism. In the text, he will not to be familiar

with the present world. It is because he shows rejection to the quack society which is

full of fiction and the people who lie unconsciously. He was not going to adapt himself to

the society because he thought that the success in capitalism is not a real one. As the

reflection, he idealized the pastoral American society of the reclamation era of the l-9th

century. We can understand that he idealizes pastoral society in the 19th century as

follows.

'I have about a hundred and eighty bucks in the bank. I can take it out when it opens in

the morning, and then I could go down and get this guy's car. No kidding. We'll stay in

these cabin camps and stuff like that till the dough runs out. Then, when the dough

runs out, I could chop all our own wood in the winter time and all. Honest to god, we

could have a terrifrc time! Wuddaya say? C'mon! Wuddaya say? Will you do it with me?

Please!' (ttg,ttg)

It is a scene that Holden suggests to Sally that he lives together with her, who was

ex-girl-friend, in the place which is full of nature. After that, he says as follows. "I swear

to God I'm a madman." (121) That is to say his ideal to go to the pastoral world is really

serious. Then I must answer why 6s iflsalized pastoral society of the 19th century. The

societ5r for him is the world which doesn't change forever. I will e:rplain it in detail. His

thoughts are based on the frontier mind. In the 19th century, a lot of places which could

be pioneered were left. After the opening, it became the eity. As I explained so far, the

city is made of fiction. Holden hates its world. Therefore, the people can go back to the

world without the fiction by reclaiming other places again. In the past in 19th century,

people were able to always go back to the original pastoral society. However, every place

has been polluted by the capitalism. Time passed and every place has beeome the city.

Its the present world. No places to cultivate are left. So we can't reclaim it any more

now. Therefore, he idealizes the pastoral society in fgth century.

I will explain another reason why he chose the past. If he escapes from the present, he

can go to only the future or the past. Why was not it the future? The reason is the

present people can't separate capitalism from the investment. Investment is that people

spend money for the future. The future exists on extension of the present capitalism. In

other words, he was able to imagine that capitalism, which Holden disliked, exists in



the」hLture.Therefore he avoided going to the」 hitureo He wants to escape ttom the

present and the itureo As the result,he could only go to a past.He could imagine the

past iom the mo宙 e or novel.There is the scene when he deeply attach to a past.“ I felt

so damn happy a1l of a sudden,the way old Phoebe kept going around and around."

(191)It is the emotbn of Holden when he looks tt Phoebe ttom the outside of

mer理「
‐
go‐round who rides on it.恥 en he looks at heF iOm the outside,Phoebe seems to

conthue going around to the same place endlesstt She looks always same ttgure foF

Holdene lt]田teanS that he wish he wants to stop time. 1■me conunues advancing

eternaltt but the time in the past whch he dreams ofis stops.Therefore,he was going

to go to the world ofthe 19th century。

B,Why is Phoebe ideal for Holden?

The hea]此 of Holden expresses the halfWay point between an adult and a child really

fatthhlltt There is a scene that the且 騨 re hke the adult is shown to a girl.He is

interested in the oppostte sex actually“ WOuld you be interested in meeting me for a

cocktai somewhere?"(8)He telephOned her and asked her to come wtth hh and drmk

something.I think tt is the scene only adults do.On the other hand,although he is

interested female,he canit do sexualinteFCOurSe.It shows his pure heart ofchユ d that he

wants to remain the ch量 d.“I remember this one atternoon.It wasthe o』けtime 01d Jane

and l eveF gOt close to nechng, even。 ''(70 From the above, he cant do sexual

intercourse even for Jane who kept conapany wtth him at a past.In this way9 his heart

sways like a seesaw between a child and adult. It is called a moratorium period.

Hal缶ay point between an adult and a child has the same structure ofthe ttontier mind

as l stated.Leo Marx who is a professor at the mttassachusetts institute of technology

stated tt in his book.7 A child is equivalent to the wilderness in the reclamation era,and

an adult is equivalent to the town.Holden almost does sex wtth Jane.But he won't and

returns to the pure assoc■ ation wtth he■ The scene is as follows.``I held hands wtth her

all the tilne,for instance。 ''(71)Holding hands each other is association hke childreno He

repeated going to the adult and going back to the childo The land Fepeated going to the

town and going back to the wildse They have the same structure.

Why does Holden disl量e adults?When time passes,they bettn tO be conscious ofthe

opposite genden lt is the proofthat they become an adult.As l stated so faL he has the

base of the idea that adult is bu」ted in capttalismo Peter Shaw thinks iHolden's

resistance to adult is one ofdiseases.``IfHolden is unable to lnove on iom mourning,he

10



is equally unable to commence the being‐ in‐love portion ofhis maturation process.He is

su詭五ng through what Erik Erikson calls“ the prime danger ofthis age":an excess市ely

prolonged``Inoratoriun■''on gFOWing in3_prOVeso l spoke it in Jレ ont of(Such pr010ngation

can also be referred to as a``moFatOrium ofillness.''"8 1fl suppose his idea is real,it is

certah thtt Holden was■ot ttle to mature into an adult normalし

Why is Phoebe ideal for Holden?Actua職〕he 10ved Allk)and idealized hilno l can

understand量 豊Юm the following,``I know he's dead!D)on't you think l know that?I can

stin hke hiln,though,can'tI?Just because somebody's dead,you donit just stop lildng

them,for God's sake一 especially if they were about a thousand times nkЮ r than the

people you know that're alive and all.''(150 Holden stilllikes the human being who has

already been dead,and we can see he had such deep love towards Alhe.He is in favor of

Phoebe as the compensation for Alhe.Because Phoebe is a blood relationshi"wtth

Holden,she can avoid being a woman as an adulte She is still a 10"year‐ old chttd.He

can't love adults,women,parents,and Alheo Therefore,he couldn't but idealize he■

Vyhy is Alhe special for Holden?It is impottant for him to have been dead of Allie.

Thatis to say he remains a chユ d eternally foF HOlden because he can only image Allね as

a chユd.Holden regards his everlasl饉 ngness as a charm point.Holden let Phoebe ride on

the lner]晒 rgO‐rOund.He can see that she disttpears and appears again and againe SO

he wishes to want a younger sister to remain the chttd foreve■ He evaluates her as a

symbol ofthe children as a substttute foFAllieo l will state the conclusion in this chttte■

Why is Phoebe an ided for Holden?The reasons c6me■ om Holden's avoidance to

wOmen,Allie's death,blood relationshゎ with PhOebe,and subsutute forAniee

C, The point where he anrived was Phoebe, but she was incorporated in the capitalism.

Holden continued to run away to the pastoral American society in the L9th century.

He arrived at Phoebe after all whom he trusted, but she has been incorporated in the

adult societ5r. He understood that she was incorporated in the capitalism same as adults

in capitalistic world.

How did Holden find that she was incorporated in the capitalism? We can find that

she suggested to him to becone scientist or lawyer. The seene is as follows. 'Stop

swearing. AII right, name something else. Name something you'd like to be. Like a

scientist. Or a lawyer or something." (1SS) She notices the success in capitalism

unconsciously. She is sure that getting to the work he can get high wages is his purpose

in his life. She has already become a captive of capitalism. And her father's influence is
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strong for her. The scene is as follows. "Daddy's going to kill you. He's going 16 kill you,'

she said." (fSS) She wanted Holden to sueceed like father. She becomes a prisoner of

capitalism. We can read it from the scene that she is conscious of her father like above.

Why was Phoebe affected by her parents? At first, lef,s think about Holden. He was

not incorporated in the capitalism because he had no contact with his parents. The

reason is that he lived in the dormitory of the high school. And both his parents hardly

appear in the text. Howeve4 Phoebe was different. She lived together with her parents

at his house. So I think she must have been influenced by her parents. D.B., her older

brotheq must have made an effort to overtake his father. The reason is that he could

succeed as a writer in Hollywood.

"I'm going with you. Can I? Okay?" (tAS) pnoebe said to Holden that she followed him.

However, he rejected it. The reason is that he found that she is incorporated in the

capitalism. He understood that he can't lead her to his ideal world any more.

D, Holden wants to become a hero and save children who are going to be cornrpted to

the capitalistic society.

Nobody can accept Holden's thoughts. Even Stradlater and Phoebe who were cloth

association with him refused his thoughts. His thoughts are like this. "This is the bogus

adult society which is overflowed with a thing without having the fact. It is stained with

the corrupted society to become an adult from a child." The reason why they refused his

thoughts is that they know that his ideal world doesn't have reality. He arived at

Phoebe who was his only hope. He thought that she can understand his ideal world.

However, he found that she was stai:red with the adult's society.And she persuaded him

to become a lawyer or a scientist. He was shocked at it. Therefore he thinks of the idea

that he becomes a catcher which is the title of this book and becomes a hero who saves

the ehild who is going to be cormpted to the capitalism. The scene that he confesses it to

Phoebe is below.

'Anyway, I keep pieturing all these little kids playing some game in this big fietd of rye

and all. Thousands of little kids, and nobody's around -nobody big, I mean - except me.

And I'm standing on the edge of some crazy cliff. What I have to do, I have to catch

everybody if they start to go over the cliff-I mean if theyre running and they don't look

where they're going I have to come out from somewhere and catch them. That's all I d do

all day. I'd just be the catcher in the rye and all. I know 7ts crazy, but thaf,s the only
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thing I'd really like to beel know it's cFaZy。 '(156)

That he is going to be corrupted to the capitahs]田 L WOrld equals that chttdren grow up

to be adults.Phoebe and Stradlater had become adults.Holden loves only Anie who has

alFeady been deado Therefore,his ideal world is the world where children can stay as

chttdren foreve■ So only children exist in the world he dreams o■ A hero for him is to

keep the chld as the cJd.It is a world of fantasy like]Disney。 ■me doesn'te対 st for

E)isney world,so every character doesn't change as tt is.In the fantastic world,time

stops.In conclusibn,hs ideal world cannot be reahzed in the real world.A scene he

persists in eternity is belo、Ⅳ。

Certain things they should stay the way they are.You ought to be able to stick them in

One ofthose big glass cases and just leave thenl abne.I know thaザ s illflpossible,but it's

too bad anyway.Anyway91 kept thinhng about allthat while l walked。 (110)

He talked it in natural histo=y lnuseumo Histottr exhibitS things stopping in the same

world.“ Just to leave them alone''(110)Ineans that is to say keeping a child as a chユ d。

So tt reminds us ofeterntty.ヽ Vhy doeS he persist in eterntty?Peter Shaw says as follows.

``In Holden's case the reaction formation lnanifested in the catcher fantasy is combined

wtth another ldnd of guユ t that lntt folbw the death of a sibling,that felt by vコrtue of

being a suⅣ ivo■"9 He Says that the reactibn that Holden wants to be a catcheris覇 led to

his guilt ofAllie's deathe So he decided to become a catcher to cut his thoughts ofAlhe's

death.Furthermore,Peter Shaw says again as follows。 ``HiS fantasy of rescue in the rye

comes out ofthe same impulse to protect youngsters(and the youngster in himselD ttom

vulga」[zed sexual knowledge.''10 As l explained tt so faL he also thinks that he is going

to prevent children ionl becoming adults.The world he hves in is going to be stained

wtth the bogus socibty of adultso And the ch・ ildren have sexual knowledge in the world。

So Holden dreamed ofthe world that only chユ dren continued living forever and decided

to become a catcheF aS a hero.

E, But he couldn't become a hero. He finally got to the mental hospital-

In the real world, he couldn't realnze his ideal world where only children live.

*{ lot of people, especially this one psychoanalyst guy they have here, keeps ssking me
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if I'm going to apply myself when I go back to school next september." (192)

From the above scene, we can read that he is put in the mental hospital. Therefore we

can understand that he is put in a mental hospital. We can express mental hospital in

other words with asylum. Asylum has the meaning of hiding place, too. It is not

accidental to agree with his hiding place where Holden arrived.

I think Holden suggests two important things. One is that nowhere is the escape in

this world. Although he continued to run away looking for his ideal world, he anived at

the mental hospital after all. A place of refuge is the world that is far apart from the

p}ace where people live commonly. So we can't escape from this bogus society. Holden

informed us of the fact.

The other is negation of the hero's existence. We can read that he can't become a hero

after all beeause he is in the mental hospital. Why can't he become a hero? The reason is

that the world he dreamed of is also a frction which the media created. The pastoral

society of the 19th century is fiction made by the media and the film industry. In the

actual world where we lived, a movie oGone with the VWnd' (fg3g) was popular- The

ruraf scenery of the country is drawn in it. It is the society which Holden dreamed of-

Anyway, the media inspired Holden's ideal to the people. It is very ironical that it was

also the fictive world which Holden who disliked fiction idealized.

Koji Fujimoto defined American Hero as follows. "He must be courageous, kind,

powerful and a person whom people long for. Strength which hero should have is based

on the mora-I. Therefore, hero is a human being and also immortal. The strength brings

about happy ending because justice achieves a great triumph." rr Hero existed in some

movies as "superman'(Lg4L) ot 'Batman"(1943). They save people who are going to be

killed by assassins. Why did not Salinger a-llow Holden to become a hero? We can find

the reason from the situation of America then. After World War II, it was somFosition

that Soviet Union, central position of the world of communism, vs. U.S.A., centra-l

position of the world of liberalism. U.S.A. was going to push liberalism rapidly- Holden

was going to be opposed to it by running away. However, the society was not able to

accept his action. Therefore, it was necessary to make him lose in the society. In other

words it means victory of liberalism. Actually, the sale of 'The catcher in the Rye"was

prohibited by a lot of publishing companies then. I think the purpose was to prevent the

movement that people were going back to the past as Holden tried to do. Everyone

couldn't stop the movement that the people in capitalism were going to accomplish rapid

economic development from that on. Salinger must have insisted on the nihilism from

this text.
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CONCLUS10N

As l have artted so fatt l analyzed%θ 働 滅 :ダカ 励θf砕 ■om tWO perspect市 es.One

is the theory ofpowe■ The world ofcttpttalisi□ L Where we hve is ictive world with ha宙 ng

symbolic valuee The people are unconscious for the power of capttahsm which has

symbolic value.Holden felt that people are forced to perforΠ l by the power because he

noticed the powe■ Howevett he could not ttght against the big poweF a10ne.I think there

are two reasons.One is批 's an invisible power for people.And the other is the size ofthe

powen ltis so large that we cant beat比 .Therefore he couldn't but adapt hilnselfto the

socletyo Holden tens us that there is nowhere for escaping量 ,om this world。

The other is the theory of heroo Everyone cannot become the hero who saves children

going to be stained wtth the ictive worlde The reason is that the hero whom Holden

ilnages and the world which he dreams of are also the iction which the lnedia created.

This capitalistic society is full of iction.In the 1950s,UoS.A.pushed the capttalistic

economy system Hり idly and took the natbnalisolationo The whole land ofAmerica was

ruled by the power of capitalism. In the world, it is ittossible for hero to prevent

economic developlnente So Salinger is going to convey negation ofthe hero's existence in

this real world.
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