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Yuichi Muraki, Saki Takamori, Fumi Kadoyama,
Hiroaki Matsuda and Masahiro Okuda”
Department of Pharmacy, Mie University Hospital, Faculty of Medicine, Mie University

D Received September 28, 2006 D
Accepted January 25, 2007

In the present study, we established a practical training program for drug information involving active participation based
on the* Model Core Curriculum for Practical Training”.

Our subjects were 20 third or fourth year students from 8 universities who underwent practical training at the Department
of Pharmacy, Mie University Hospital from February through August 2006. We used small group discussions based on the

“ KJ method” devised by Jiro Kawakita and simulated meetings of the pharmaceutical deliberation committee in which de-
bate took place. A questionnaire using a descriptive format was administered to evaluate student opinions just before and
after the training and a ten-grade VAS (Visual Analog Scale) was applied to the evaluation obtained just after the training
was completed.

Achievement of individual objectives was 1801 in consideration of the number of training hours compared with those
specified in the Model Core Curriculum and 920 in consideration of numbers of objectives. Based on questionnaire re-
sponses, understanding of the details of objectives tended to be better after the training that before it. VAS scores for satis-
faction with the training as regards content and hours were 9.0+ 1.1 and 7.0+ 2.0 (meant S.D.), respectively. The small
group discussions based on the* KJ method” were helpful in obtaining the opinions of students and summarizing them in a
short period of time and were useful in achieving drug information training based on active participation. The combination
of small group discussions and active debate with drug information training enabled the training objectives to be compre-
hensively achieved.

Key words —— Model Core Curriculum, drug information, practical training, small group discussions, debate,” KJ
method”
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